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Peaks- Not Plateaus- Yes! 


Perhaps a good augury for the new season, that there are a substantial number of above 
average books, instead of a very few peaks. In the name category there's a new and 
standard brand popular Alec Waugh, FUEL FOR THE FLAME (Farrar, Straus); there's a 
warm, nostalgic collection of short stories by H.E. Bates— THE WATERCRESS GIRL (Little, 
Brown) and a good suspense yarn by Ngaio Marsh, FALSE SCENT (also Little, Brown). The 
Thirkell fans and their pals will like the new "Miss Read"-~ THRUSH GREEN (Houghton 
Mifflin); the uncounted audience for ESP and mysticism will find THE EDGE OF THINGS 

by William E, Barrett (Doubleday) of definite interest; Nadine Gordimer's discrimina-— 
ting public will welcome more of her superior short stories, FRIDAY'S FOOTPRINT 
(Viking). And Charles Mercer has written his best American historical in ENOUGH GOOD 
MEN (Putnam)- a good February choice for the L.G. Reports in pages following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


January 4& v 


"Miss Read" , Houghton, Mifflin 
THRUSH GREEN $3.50 L 


From her English village vignettes stemming from a schoolteacher's life, 
this author turns to the montage of a May Day in Thrush Green which has its effects 
on more than one life. For the old doctor comes to the decision to turn over most of 
his practice to a newcomer; for a girl who has been peremptorily jilted there is a 
new love - for the young doctor; for the great Mrs. Curdle, whose caravans yearly 
bring the Fair tc Thrush Green on May Day, it is a turning point - to give up her 
Lifelong enterprise because of health or lack of a successor. For her grandson Ben 
it means the answer to his year's separation from Molly Piggott and the question of 
whether he can win her love. and for young Paul, just released from the sickroom - 
it is sheer heaven as the sights and sounas and smells of the perfect spring day give 
way to the glamorous atmosphere of The Fair. For Molly has waited for Ben ana Ken 
proves to his grandmother that he wants to - and can - keep the caravans traveling: 
the doctor is able to ease his old friend Mrs. Curdle's fears about her symptoms (by 
not telling the truth); and Thrush Green can look forward to its annual joy in The 
Fair..... A small, friendly worid in which bustle is exchanged for content makes its 
bid for an eauelly friendly audience. There are illustrations by J. S. Goodal: to 
augment this snug microcosm. (1C:59-12548) 


January 5 


Waugh, Alec Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
FUEL FOR THE FLAME $1.95 


fnother Island in the Sun- Karak in the China Seas- provides an expansive 
entertainment- patterned after the earlier book, Waugh's most successful. Once again 
there are the lush tropical. tableaus, the cosmopolitan colony life from the palace to 
the Residency tc the club, the horseraces- and balls, along with a dramatis personae 
of twenty odd characters providing an almost equal number of romantic situations. 
Karak itself, valuable in oil and rubber, is of some concern to the British who suspect 
Communist infiltration. Alternating eround a Communist (which proves to be Nationalist ) 
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attempt to stage a demonstration by shooting the English bride of heir-to-the-throne, 
Prince Rhya, are--- Studholme, a political agent, quietly vigilant; his daughter, Lila 

(of whom he should be more watchful) and her affair with mixed-blooded Angus Macartney; 
Charles Keable, general manager of the oil installation, his young second wife, and his & 
daughter, Shelagh; Shelagh's romance with the A.D.C.- one of the few to conclude suc- 
cessfully; Basil Hallett, Keable's assistant,who will never amount to much and whose in- 
debtedness at the races makes him vulnerable to the insidious blackmail of certain natives; 
the Sinclairs- who split up; the Pawlings- who make up after their marriage almost dis- 
sOlves..... All in all, it is a leisurely, luxuriant, superficial but superficially 
cosmetic novel with the presumed popular attractions of the earlier book, designed for and 
directed toward just that audience. (1C:60-5141) 


January 6 


Leggett, John Harper 
WILDER STONE $3.95 


* Something recognizable - simply stated - average angled - this is Wilder Stone 
at 45, a widower with a 12 year old son, Jimmy, who is being raised by Wilder's mother- 
in-law, and saddled with the dragging demands of his mother and unmarried sister. Know- 
ing himself to be a failure, never having achieved the promise of his job with Lazarus' 
construction-real estate firm, finding in his fellow worker, Harry Coe, the symbol of his 
own weaknesses, Wilder is unable to resolve his relationship with his mistress, Bibi; to 
remove the leech-like naggings of his family; to meet the growing needs of his son. Over 
the Memorial Day weekend he is confronted with issues - a promise to the boy, further 
envelopment by his mother and sister,Bibi's attempts to stabilize or end their association, 
and the situation at the office. He becomes filled with one purpose - to take Jimmy to 
Europe - for the faces of fear and his futile life come into focus when Jimmy,- as a 
real person and his most important responsibility,- takes the broken promise as a sign of 
rejection and is almost lost. A terminal point in a life that stems out of a marriage 
hampered by its restrictions this makes its point that the easiest way is not always the 
best and that man - thinking - can attain truth and integrity. A wrinkled, tired, grey 
flannel suit - ready once more for the cleaners, this has a familiar and friendly touch. 
(LC :60-5907 ) 


January 7 


Barrett, William E. Doubleday 
THE EDGE OF THINGS $3.95 


Two novels and two novellas - fantasies reflecting the impact of flight on one 
creative mind - thus William Barrett at the close of his foreword, sums up what comprises 
this book. Here- in the air age - is the magic that captured the reader a generation 
earlier, in The Brushwood Boy. Here for those who accept the inexplicable in extrasensory 
perception, in the unreported visions of pilots of the outer reaches, in the sensitive 
imagination of the best of science fiction - is a group of stories that such readers will 
lay claim to, as they touch "the edge of things"....Flight from Youth touches on the 
mystery of a deliberate return from the realm of death to rebirth; The Destroyer, for this 
reader the least successful of the four, is the story of a youth of great gifts who cared 
only te follow his urge to destroy - and thereby died four times; Velma is a sort of 
reverse Of Blithe Spirit- and has great charm; and The Blue Sleep, perhaps the one that 
carries most conviction, is a story of an aviation engineer on the edge of the jet age- 
and of how his dream world brought reality into a wasted life. All good reading. (LC:60- 
5913) 

Block, Anita Rowe 


NECESSARY END (ii ‘ 


kn 
Anita Rowe Block achieved a certain notoriety with the publication, in —_ i » 
1958, of a collection of short stories, more for the sensationalism of the title - Love 
is a@ Four Letter Word, than for any significance in the stories themselves. In this tire- 
some first novel she goes a long way to make a simple and obvious point: that a life without 
purpose or usefulness becomes a burden, if not an absurdity. She chooses to work out her 
theme, which is a worthy one, through the trite, easily recognizable situations and charac- 
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ters most often found in the ladies' magazines. Scott Powell, at 46 the president 
of an international pharmaceutical company, is a tall, broad-shouldered, handsome , 
proud man, married to a paragon of smooth perfections. The Powell children, shining, 
intelligent, and indulged, have managed to remain unspoiled. The perfect, envied 
family had led an unruffled life until Scott was stricken with a heart condition. 
The problem: is Scott, a normally robust man, to eke out his days as a semi-invalid 
to pacify his frantic wife or will he plunge ahead into activities which will doubt- . 
less shorten his life? The resolvement (from Julius Caesar- "death will come when it 
will come"): Scott arranges for his son to take over the presidency of the company 
and accepts a post as presidential representative in the Far Fast. Along the way 
there is a great deal of talk about business ethics and the opportunities for idealism 
within the capitalistic system, none of which manages to raise the characters above 
the mechanical level. (LC: 60-5915) 

January 7 


Duncan, Bob Doubleday 
IF IT MOVES, SALUTE IT $3.95 : 


Another panel in the annals of American-occupied Japan displays the for- 
tunes of the Shogun Hotel taken over in 1945 by Captain Stone as headquarters for 
the Twelfth Special Service Company, and run with complete discretion. Pfc. Frank 
S. Ellison, an innocent from a Kansas farm, learns to like the soft life but stands 
up for the new lieutenant, Billings, when he injects more military discipline into 
the lax routine, and becomes part of his martinet rule when Billings is able to get 
Stone ousted. Frank's awkward romance with modern-minded, Japanese, Yuki, the con- 
tinued pressure from Billings and the breakout of unexplained liquor in the supply 
room, rouse Frank to protect Yuki's father and the friends he has made - to an end 
that he is instrumental in getting Billings to leave - and Stone to return. The 
clashes between the military and the Japanese civilians, the clashes between the 
military themselves - the unbending disciplinarian sadistically punishing- and the 
eyes closed, understanding leader type - make up this foreign tour of duty - which 
is perhaps a slightly ribald companion to the "ugly American". Something for the 
boys. (LC: 60-5924) 


Knight, Ruth Adams Doubleday 
CERTAIN HARVEST $4.50 


At least three books are awkwardly joined together in this odd work:- 
interesting research on old New York, set either in unlikely dialogues or stray 
descriptions; a sort of teen-age girl's Horatio Alger success story of the life of 
Peter Cooper; and the highly explicit, passionate, if rather routine story of the 
romancing and frustrations of a totally imaginary pair of characters who have, most 
improbably, been made adjuncts of Peter Cooper's life. The first third of the book 
starts with the time immediately prior to Peter Cooper's death and is so busy filling 
in historical- and hinting at personal- backgrounds that the straightforward record 
of Cooper's life, when it finally comes, is a relief to the reader's time sense, 
despite the somewhat flat writing. The balance of the book again skips around in 
time, filling the reader in on the love life of the heroine, her husband and: her 
daughter. Much of the historical and period detail is interesting, as the explosive 
growth of New York always has been; the love scenes often come to a titillating sort 
of life; but the two phases are so badly joined and the jumps in time so erratic, 
that the book leaves an end impression of being exasperating and static. It may have 
a "certain harvest" of readers, among those who are not annoyed by having an historical 
personage, his background and religion dragged in to sanction unrelated scenes of life 
in the bedroom. 


O'Connor, Richard Doubleday 
THE VANDAL $3.95 


Marius, a young Vandal, officer to the Byzantine Empress, Theodora, regards 
his general, Belisarius, with the loyalty of a soldier and the affection of a4 son. 
When Marius falls in love with the daughter of the Praetorian Prefect, the beautiful 
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virgin, Euphemia, he becomes a pawn of the powerful Empress and of Antonia, Belisarius' 
licentious wife. Marius' refusal to help Antonia in her affair with her step-son incurs 

the ex-prostitute's wrath and she uses her guile to discredit him and her husband in the & 
eyes of Theodora. Only the dire predicament of Theodora's soldiers in their war with the 
Persians redeems Belisarius at court, and Marius, united with Euphemia on the battle 

ground, seeks sanctuary in North Africa. The brilliant complexity of the Byzantine fabric 

is replaced here by the flat mechanics of contrived plot and stereotyped character. Doubt- 
less, Richard O'Connor presents the essential historical facts, but they hang gracelessly 

about the bloodless facsimiles who people this inanimate narrative. (LC:60-5940) 


January 7 


MacKenzie, Donald Houghton, Mifflin 
DANGEROUS SILENCE \ $3.00 


Ex-con Kit Fraser, after six years of marriage to Barby and a steady job- 
ironically enough selling burglary insurance in his father-in-law's firm, is still serving 
@ sentence- the fear of exposure, since only Barby knows his past. Until Kline turns up, 
a disbarred lawyer who has also done time, and blackmails Fraser and forces him to parti- 
cipate in a big job- the robbery of a wealthy woman whom Fraser has insured and thereby 
knows the "special conditions" (locks, alarms, etc.) of her policy. With a third man, 
Drummond, the jewels are lifted, and while Fraser wants no part of the take, Kline's plan 
to make away with all of it leads to murder- Drummond's. Kline gets away- and Fraser is 
on the run, until Barby gives him the courage to turn in a full report.... MacKenzie, with 
a fifth entry on his literary record, again uses the world he once knew to good advantage 
and handles this kind of case efficiently, excitingly. (LC:60-5150) 


Bates, H. E. Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE WATERCRESS GIRL $3.75 


A new collection of short stories presents H. E. Bates at his most familiar, » 
and at his best, recording with a lyrical sensitivity the charms of the countryside of 
his own native Northamptonshire some forty years ago, recalling scenes of a boyhood which 
was presumably his. And the bloom of white hawthorn and yellow buttercups and green 
larches, the wonder of a "cowslip field... like a golden sea in the sun” or the hedgerows 
where blackbirds and nightingales sing, is renewed again and again. There are trips taken- 
with his grandfather- to visit uncles and aunts; there are conversations overheard, if not 
altogether understood, while the implications sensed cause their uneasiness in an impres- 
sionable child; he explores alone- or with a friend; he engages in childish games (Let's 
Play Soldiers; Love in a Wych Elm) and the prescience of the adult world casts a long 
shadow.... All in all, these scenes of a childhood have their distinct charm- indistinct as 
the particular pattern may be- for a special audience. It will be that of The Daffodil Sky 
rather than The Darling Buds of May. (LC: 60-5368 ) 


Marsh, Ngaio Little, Brown 
FALSE SCENT $3.75 


While this holds to the central theme of suspense, rooted inevitably in the 
interrelations of characters and situation, it is one of Ngaio Marsh's best yarns. When 
she involves the characters in romantic and peripheral interests, the story loses focus... 
The plot revolves around an actress beyond her first youth, bitterly resentful of losing 
center of attention, and going temperamental to a point of dementia when she considers 
herself betrayed by her producer, playwright, fellow actors, or management. What happens 
when, on her birthday, she feels all are in a plot against her and how each one seems 
involved in her strange and violent death makes absorbingly good reading-up to the point 
of diffused interest. (LC:60-5365) a 
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January & | | 


Gordimer, Nadine Viking 
FRIDAY'S FOOTPRINT $3.95 -— 


Another collection to be added to the stories in The Soft Voice of the 
Serpent and Six Feet of Country (and not forgetting her two novels, The Lying Pays 
and A World of Strangers), this lights the “wick of identity" for the characters on 
view. Twelve stories and a novella make up a volume of people, often from a Jamesian 
view, place them from South Africa to Cairo, and observe their acceptance of the 
conditional rather than the absolute. A local Madame Bovary refusing small town life; 
@ woman unable to erase the shadow of her first husband; a mother who lets a nephew 
despoil her husband's authority; sophisticates ignoring a child's need for holding a 
belief; a girl teased by an uncle about a non-existent beau; a circus which intensi- 
fies a woman's past; a crocodile hunt pointing up two marriages.....these and others 
are a clean dissection of people in an area of time and place. The novella, 4An Image 
of Success, records a man's progress towards freedom which is not necessarily success- 
ful by economic standards, for Charles Butters goes from wealth to tramp-like poverty 
to pursue the course he wants. If there is a surfeit here - it is of defences pene- 
trated for an abstracting of flaws - and some virtues - and a depth of comprehension 
of man, and woman, as a vulnerable creature. Precise. (LC:60-5857) 


January 11 


Swados, Harvey Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
FALSE COIN $4.00 


This is Harvey Swados' third and best novel, even though it has some of 
the faults of the eariier books. Its first theme is Ben Warder's successful struggle 
to remain true to an ideal that is vital to him, in spite of the opposition of people 
he likes and admires and the backing of those whom he despises. A second theme is 
that embodied in his ideal-- freedom for the artist. Ben is a first rate recording 
engineer who joins a group of creative artists to work on the Pilot Project, which is 
an experiment in the production and distribution of art to a mass public in an at- ; 
mosphere freed of commercial and other pressures. Monk Maloney is writing a novel for 
which Rex Rector is writing music. It will then be made into 2 play, a movie, an 
opera, a television show, and a radio program, all of them to be directed by Eddie 
Bedlam and acted in by his wife, Joyce Jessup. Also involved are Fred Peterson, who 
thought up the Pilot Project, sold it, and administers it, and a board of trustees 
full of outstanding figures in industry, government, science and mass publishing. 
Most are in it for something they can get out of it: money, power, prestige, an 
audience. Ben finds that the creators are having to hedge and trim as much in the 
rarefied air of the Project as they would have in the market place and he takes 2a 
firm stand. The fascination lies in the development of the themes and the satiric 
presentation of the characters (a roman a clef?).» The flaws are in the writing, plot- 
ting, and detailed working out of characters. False Coin too often reads, as have Mr. 
Swados' earlier novels, as if the author were not enough interested, or too preoc- 
cupied with ideas, to be as true to his characters and their story as he is to what 
he wants to say with them. Nevertheless, the balance is way over on the plus side in 
what is basically an exciting, intriguing novel. (LC:59-11099) 


January Ju 7 


Chace, James Doubleday 


THE RULES OF THE GAME $3. 307 
Ge 


P 


Just off-Beat, are a group of Americans abroad- trying to find some 
direction for their lives beyond the radius of their own egocentricity. This is 
certainly true of Peter Swain, a fairly clever composer bypassing the shabby economic 
and social circumstances of his youth, now working on his cantata on the Spanish 
island of Ibiza. Caroline, ex-Boston, ex-Radcliffe, joins him there in his $20.00 2 
month vilia. While there are no physical comforts (running water), there is also no 
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physical satisfaction-- and Caroline goes on to Italy, Peter goes back to Paris. In Paris, 
Peter accepts the iittle attentions of Rupert- a homosexual, but is unwilling to pay for 

them; on the other hand he is really attracted, perhaps for the first time, to Rebecca 

Straus, who is trying to lose her identity by becoming invoived in a small, save-Indochina, a” 
militant movement, but it is Caroline, perhaps maiciously, who enlightens Rebecca, returns 

her to America and Peter to his music.... A first novel in which expatriates provide- for 
sophisticates- some moments of sorry truth but little real sympathy. The handling is 

facile, acerb. (1C:60-5916) 


“ s e; 
January 1 */ 


Gaines, Diana Doubleday 
DANGERCUS CLIMATE $3.95 


Falf hoyden, half enchantress, seventeen-year-old Belle McGlory, tired of her 
pickpocket's life in New York, becomes a stowaway on-a boat bound for California and its 
treasures of gold. Dariing of the ship, Belle becomes the mistress-protege of Lucius 
Talent, a man as deft with the ladies as he is with the fatal Jack. But despite her 
facility with the deck, Belle dreams of a tidy life, dominated by 2 raven-haired hero who 
materializes, alas, after she has relinquished her virginity to Lucius. The proper hero, 
Jim Rideout, ea crusading Boston newspaper man, is immediately overcome by Belle,who lives 
in mortal fear that he will detect her attachment to Lucius. Lucius, who needs Belle, 
both as a partner and a bed companion, blackmails Belie into remaining with him as hostess 
of his thriving casino in Panama, but love triumphs, and a chastened Belle joins her 
valiant Bostonian on a challenging journey to San Francisco. Despite the familiar nature 
of the characters and the transparency of plot, Belle McGlory is a likeable enough young 
heroine who will appeal to those readers who look for the same qualities in the novel as 
they do in the light historical film. By the author of Marry in Anger. (1C:60-5927) 


January 2% | 4 & 


Goldthorpe, John Coward-McCann 
THE SUMMER OF DESIRE $3.95 


Set in a countrified industrial town in Engiand this is an earnest but patheti- 
cally inept account of an affair between a middle-aged civil servant who is a convert to 
Catholicism and the promiscuous niece of the village priest. Besides being the Chief 
Administrative Officer of the Health Department, Martin Dexter is a part-time novelist. 

He is devoted to his wife, a concert pianist, when she is not on tour or prevaring for 

one, and to his children, if they don't bother him when he wants to write. Vaguely dis- 
satisfied he becomes involved with Jansey who is serving as her uncie's housekeeper. 
Aithough Martin spends a great deal of disproportionate time examining his flexible con- 
science, questioning his faith, exchanging incivilities with his boorish priest and evading 
the scandalized inquiries of his co-workers, the curious fact is that Jansey remains a 
virgin. Finally, after Martin has attempted to murder her, Jansey elopes to the States 
with a successful insurance salesman. Martin makes an anguished confession to a Franciscan 
and is reunited with his wife. The author best sums up his own unbelievable story: "the 
whole thing might just never have happened". (1LC:60-5719) 


r oy ee 
Kern, Seymour poy SJchn Day 
f 


THE GOLDEN SCALPEL _? $3.75 


, ; 


Ww » 
es rd 


A first novel about a doctor does some radical surgery on the medical profession 
in general- and save for the dedication and one subsidiary character-the patient dies on 
the table...Up the hard way from Brooklyn to the soft life of Beverly Hills, Joe Milgram 
has learned the game-i.e. the right referrals, split fees, unnecessary surgery. Wheat it 
has cost him- a once warm and now calculating wife- and the friendship of his oldest crient, @ 
Krueger- does not seem exorbitant, and his nurse is willing- after office hours. With 
Krueger's ouster from their mutuai hospital as a "red"- he has been working toward group 
health, Milgram's support is asked- but not given. The hospital loses its only competent 
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surgeon and Milgram is the victim; dying he knows that Krueger could have saved 
him.... An exploratory-expose, this is a longer way from literature than the truth- 
at any rate some half-truths; and while it's for a rental (and/or reprint) audience, 
it's not the little pink pill which Slaughter's public has proved habit-forming. 
(LC:60-5648 ) 


January ?? 


Bodsworth, Fred Dodd, Mead 
THE STRANGE ONE OF BARRA $4.75 


Report repeated from p. 466 of the July lst bulletin; this title was post- 
poned for selection by the Literary Guild. "The 'Strange One' is a barnacle goose, 
native to the Hebrides, who is carried by the aftermath of a hurricane to Northern 
Canada where he is instrumental in uniting the destinies of an Indian girl, Kamina, 
and Rory MacDonald, a student of biology at the University of Toronto and a native 
of Barra. Kamina and Rory are both products of societies far removed from the 
mainstreams of 20th century life, but, plagued and embittered by racial prejudice, 
Kamina returns to her tribe and tries to forget her intellectual ideals, while Rory 
has turned his back on his superstition-riddled birth-place and is working for his 
doctorate. They fall in love, but Rory, mindful of the role a wife can play in 
furthering his academic career, leaves her. However, the behaviour of the barnacle 
goose, whom Kamina and Rory banded, changes his mind... Forced though the symbolism 
surrounding the goose may be, simple as the characterization is, this is an effective 
and rather unusual book that should appeal to the fiction reader with a plus interest 
in biology and anthropology." (LC:59-11735) 
ee Putnam 


Conrad, Earl 
THE GOVERNOR AND HIS LADY $5.95 


Conrad was brought up in Auburn, New York, and the native son pride in 
Seward is a strong element there, even today, when his one-time home is a national 
monument. Seward for the Defense (Rinehart-1957) was an extraordinarily interesting 
study of Seward's contribution to jurisprudence and the techniques of a defense lawyer, 
and brought out his goals of justice for the underprivileged, his concern for the 
Negro, and this long before the abolition movement fired passions. Now comes an ‘ 
overall fictionalized biography of William Henry Seward and his wife, Frances. Per- 
sonally, I felt the facts, based as they unquestionably are on the voluminous corres- 
pondence, intimately detailed, in which the ever-ailing, and frequently complaining 
Frances indulged, needed little of the surplus embroidering supplied by the novelist. 
Conrad is at his best in straight biography- and Seward's story, ideally tailored to 
fit the pattern of the American dream, from his debt-ridden adolescence to his power- 
behind-the’ White House role in Lincoln's time, needs no embellishment. It is straight 
drama, with a colorful, magnetic hero, a tremendous drive of ambition and idealism, 
a shifting background of the American frontier of the early 19th century, and the 
climax in the conflict that split the country. Seward is skilfully drawn and comes 
out life-size. The scope of his career embraces many facets of America's coming of 
age- not only his professional life as a lawyer and politician, but the scene which 
provided successive challenges to his ebullient personality. Frances does not come 
out too sympathetically. The "vapors" in which she indulged disenchant the reader 
as they disenchanted her husband. But the national issues- and Seward's part in 
shaping history- make this a biographical novel of more than ordinary interest. 


Guy, Maurice . l— | Putnam, 
THE -MOKAWA WIND $3.75 75 
So WILDTHE 
With its exotic background (how many readers know exactly where the New 
Hebrides are without consulting an atlas?) and hero (the bastard son of a wealthy 
French woman married to a copra planter and a priest) this story seems well on its 
way to being a slick adventure yarn. The author has, however, something more pro- 


found and poetic in mind. When Robert, the bastard, comes back to claim the home 
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plantation, which is all too close to the plantation inherited by his legitimate brother, 

Henri, who hates him, Robert is plunged into a shadowland of revenge and redemption both 
personal and historical. The brief and troubled story of Robert's life, his success 6 
with the plantation, his affair with Henri's wife, is superimposed on a tangled conflict 

of savagery trying to reassert itself against the more recent conflicts between Catholicsm 

and Protestantism- and against white men generally. All this is set, loosely and un- 

easily, in a magnificently described, wild, and haunted land- and interspersed with consi- 
derable lore about savage beliefs and customs. (LC:59-11014) 


January 22 +f 


Mercer, Charles eS Putnam 
ENOUGH GOOD MEN y $4.95 


Mercer in this first novel since The Drummond Tradition Shows a marked improve- 
ment in taking hold of his material and weaving it into a durable fabric. But he still 
spins out too thin the substance from which his pattern derives. For those who read 
Chidsey's Valley Forge (see report p. 337) with interest, one major part of this story of 
a segment of the American Revolution will seem like a fictionization of a meticulously 
detailed factual report. But the story in this instance stems back to the years leading 
up to 1776 - and goes beyond the abortive Battle of Monmouth to the dreary period of 
waiting, marching, camping, counter-marching, and waiting again- for the French who had 
promised to come. This provides the setting for a story of Alex March, Philadelphia lawyer 
and patriot, of his marriage to the selfish Kathie, whose father shifted with the winds, 
his one goal to make his fortune; of Micah Heath, bound boy, who went back to Kathie's 
father who had held his papers, and brought east from the Ohio frontier two children; of 
Philly, one of the children, who grows up, a bound girl, servant to Kathie, and whom both 
Micah and Alex loved. And chiefly it is the story of how the goal of Liberty molded the 
patterns of their lives - and held Micah and Alex to a cause that seemed destined to 3 
failure, as the long retreat - the incessant desertions - the friction in the officer 
ranks - and Washington's apparent inability to come to grips with the situation, took the 
heart out of both men. At many points this story follows the line of John Brick's The 
Strong Men (see report p. 614) in the Valley Forge phase and the analysis of the errors 
that brought Monmouth to its inglorious end. But the span of the war is greater here- and 
the characters perhaps more sympathetically drawn. The choice by the Literary Guild for 
February will launch the book for popular acceptance. (1C:59-11443) 


id 


Morton, Frederic [114 Random House 
THE WITCHING SHIP 3" b- §$ 22 


An eerie, intense and unpleasant fascination characterizes this story of an 
eight days' voyage of a luxury cruise ship- Dutch and presumably neutral- pressed into 
service early in the war as a transport ship for refugees, only to be caught in its 
final days, with the news that Rotterdam had been blasted from the sky. Those eight 
days are mirrored in a vacuum: on the side, the terrors of escaping Hitler's Europe, with 
shreds of dignity and hastily gathered portable possessions and memories of past grandeurs 
and future obliquies; on the other, a thin scattering of Americans, homeward bound, 
seeking fleeting sensations snatched in passing. There's underlying tragedy, mordaunt 
humor, unbearable cruelty and always fear as bits of many stories are woven into a kalei- 
descope that at the end breaks once more into scattered, meaningless fragments. Morton 
writes in an oddly introverted, oblique style, even when his matter is distorted by the 
process. He seeks too often to lavish unsavory details on empty interludes. But his book 
shows a distinct advance over two earlier books, Asphalt and Desire and The Darkness Be low. 
Of limited appeal. (1C:60-5522) (Q) * 
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January 7 14 


Swarthout, Glendon Random House ¢2 
WHERE THE BOYS ARE $ RW % 


The most surprising detail about this book is the fact that it was written 
by the author of They Came to Cordura. This second novel is meant to be a half-gay, 
half-sad, but always breezy account of that, by now, minor institution - the collegiate 
goings-on in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., during the spring semester vacation. Told from 
the viewpoint of an 18 year old freshman co-ed (who fancies herself the counterpart to 
Holden Caulfield, only more hip?) this book might have been either touching or whim- 
sical but instead it's only flippant. Merrit and her pal Tuggle, both of them dis- 
guising their high I.Q's, have come to Lauderdale for a ball. On the beach and in 
the bars amid the dialectic jazz they run into an assortment of Characters: T.V. 
Thompson, who ambles around with white cane and dark glasses and calls himself the 
Mike Todd of Michigan State; Ryder Smith, the Ivy Leaguer from Brown-the costly gift 
in the simple package; the far-out Basil Demetomos, the Socrates of jazz, et. al. 
There's even an attempt to send a brigade off to the Cuban Revolution. It's when 
things have ground to a halt that Merrit casually announces that she's pregnant. For- 
tunately she seems to think that her parents will understand. Full of quips which 
are meant to be astute observations and self-conscious apologies for its moments of 
minor seriousness, the book basically is a shabby fraud. (1C:60-5521) 


Crime and Detection 


January 4 


Withers, E. L. Rinehart 
DIMINISHING RETURNS $3.00 


* The and-then-there-were-none formula for total, sudden death accounts for 
the unaccountable accidents which overtake John Byers, a wealthy bully, and then his 
wife, his partner, his partner's wife, his daughter and her fiance. While Lt. 
Michaels officiates, old Mr. Wetherby, a lawyer, speculates intuitively on the course 
of fatalities and is undismayed by the return of two of his victims- the culprits.... 
Again an original flair (The House on the Beach, The Salazar Grant) keeps this 
surprising, tantalising. (1LC:60-5327) 


January 6 Ae 


Cecil, Henry Harper 
SETTLED OUT OF COURT $3.50 


Further inquiry into the areas occupied by bar and bench examines the case 
of Lonsdale Walsh, imprisoned for life after being convicted for the murder of his 
business competitor Barnwell. Money buys his escape, enables him to kidnap a judge, 
two barristers, the witnesses who testified at his trial and Barnwell's widow, Jo, 
for a rehearing which Walsh is sure will prove he was committed on perjured evidence. 
His stratagem exposes flaws not revealed originally, captures Mr. Justice Halliday's 
curiosity and criticism of the standards of advocacy, and provides a means to declare 
Walsh innocent. And a snapper ending reverses the field again. A play on the single 
truth - but not the full consequences - is ingenious. For fanciers of the convolu- 
tions of English trial law. 


Gallie, Menna Harper 
STRIKE FOR A KINGDOM $2.95 | 


A hybrid qualifies as a mystery in that it is concerned with the identifi- 
cation of a murderer, is something less in the simplicity of the case and the absence 
of casework, but is far more in the fresh quality of the writing, the unretouched 
native idiom and authentic background. This is a Welsh village in 1926- poverty ridden 
and engaged in a "strike of Oliver Twists" when the much hated colliery manager, Mr. 
Dai Bloomers, is found murdered- down by the river and near the newly discovered grave 
of a stillborn baby. D.J. Williams, coal picker, poet, and Justice of the Peace, 
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quietly questions his friends in the village and finds an answer which unsettles his firm 
moral perspective. A book to be enjoyed for its peripheral virtues, the warmth of its 
central character and the wealth of its native speech. (LC :59-13311) a 


January 6 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE WAYLAID WOLF $2.95 


This is the 100th book in an incredible career, and Perry Mason and his faithful 
Della Street and Paul Drake still use true and tried methods to solve bafflers. The case 
this time involves a pretty secretary who comes to the defense of her sex in bringing a 
charge of assault against Loring Laumont, top brass in the company for which she works. 
But Loring was already dead- and she was - on all circumstantial counts- prime suspect. 
Just how Mason finagled her out of the spot she was on, and fixed the crime where it belonged 
makes one of the most entertaining of the Gardner yarns. (10:59-9704) 


January 7 


Coles, Manning Doubleday 
CONCRETE CRIME $2.95 


Yet again Thomas Elphinstone Hambledon hares after a Foreign Office problem - 
and finds a tie-in of stolen (and sold) confidential information, blackmail and kidnaping 
when he crosses to France in pursuit of an international gang. Paris, Chartres, Dijon and 
the vineyards of Beaune are part of the tour that brings Hambledon closer to the identity 
of the leader of the gang - and its elimination. Smooth and mannered. (1C:60-5919) 


McCarthy, David Doubleday 
KILLING AT THE BIG TREE $2.95 


Lust for land provides the ultimate clue in solving the apparently unmotivated 
strangling of Mrs. Medlock, who ran the plantation left her by her father, and mothered & 
her good for nothing husband. Blair, the new sheriff, refused to accept the routine as- 
sumption that a confession could be shaken out of a Negro- almost any Negro, and even went 

so far in his dispassionate investigation as to protect one small Negro boy witness - and 
silence all who might otherwise have helped him, Finally the field was narrowed down- and 

the one person who stood to benefit most by a series of crimes proved once again prime 

suspect- and this time identified. Good regional flavor and an interesting approach to 

the racial issues. (1C:60-5937) 


Williams, Charles Viking 
THE SAILCLOTH SHROUD | y $2.95 


Stuart Rogers, in sailing a ketch back from Panama, takes on two hands, Baxter 
who dies of a heart attack after four days at sea, Keefer who is drowned (murdered) after 
the trip is completed. But it is Baxter's death which concerns the FBI, the local police, 
and some ugly customers, and Rogers finds that the man he had buried at sea had survived 
two previous disappearances- and deceases.... A writer, up from the paperbacks, has that 
Instant Action formula- concentrated and easy to take. (LC:60-5833) 


January 8 ‘i at 


Ross, Ivan T. Simon & Schuster 
MURDER OUT OF SCHOOL $2.95 


An English teacher in Mark Hopkins High School refuses to believe Detective Lt. 
DiVito and the evidence that young Luis Santos is guilty of holding up a small storekeeper 
and threatening murder. His off-the-record investigation into the lives of the immigrants * 
in the neighborhood brings about two more killings, facts of illegal entry - and vicious 
blackmail - but proves Luis' innocence. Timely and tight. (LC:60-6101) 
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AVON BOOK DIVISION for December 15 (Each $.25 - *Original) 


*Daniels, Norman- THE DEADLY GAME *Martin, Chuck- BLOODY KANSAS 
(Each $.35) 
*Brister, Richard- LAW KILLER Jay, Charlotte- BEAT NOT THE BONES 
*Démaris, Ovid- THE LONG NIGHT *Scotland, Jay- I, BARBARIAN 
*Flynn, Jay- MCHUGH Stout, Rex- WHERE THERE'S A WILL 
Wells, Lee E.- THE NAKED LAND 
(Each $.50) 
Lawrence, D.H.- AARON'S ROD *Reavey, George-fd.- 14 GREAT STORIES BY SOVIET 


AUTHORS 
BANTAM BOOKS, INC. 


Forester, C.S.- SINK THE BISMARCK ($.35) Macdonald, Ross- THE DOOMSTERS ($.35) | 
Gerson, Noel- THE FOREST LORD ($.35) Simenon, Georges- THE METHODS OF MAIGRET ($.35) 
Holmes, L.P.- HILL SMOKE ($.25) Wagoner, David- ROCK ($.35) 

($.50) - Cronin, A. J.- THE NORTHERN LIGHT 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.35 - *First Editions) 


Christie, Agatha- THE MYSTERIOUS MR. *Lee, James- CAREER 
QUINN Mackenzie, Donald- MOMENT OF DANGER 
Halliday, Brett- BODIES ARE WHERE YOU Masur, Hal- YOU CAN'T LIVE FOREVER 
FIND THEM Rinehart, Mary Roberts- THE BAT 


Laurel Editions (Each $.50) 


Daiches, David-£d.- STEVENSON: A LAUREL READER 
Fuller, Edmund-d.- PLUTARCH: THE LIVES OF THE NOBLE GREEKS and THE LIVES OF THE NOBLE 
ROMANS | 
FAWCETT WORLD LIBRARY- Crest Books 


Baynes, Jack- MEET MOROCCO JONES ($.25) Dorien, Ray- LYN DARLING, M.D. ($.25) 

Charbonneau, Louis- NO PLACE ON EARTH Martin, John Bartlow- JIMMY HOFFA'S HOT ($.35) 
($.35) Webb, Jack- THE BADGE ($.35) 

De Mare, George- THE RULING PASSION ($.35) 


Gold Medal Books - Originals (Each $.25) 


Colby, Robert- THE DEADLY DESIRE Heumann, William- THE RANGE BUSTER 

Fox, Gardner F.- WITNESS THIS WOMAN Miller, Wade- THE TIGER'S WIFE 

Howard, Vechel- STAGE TO PAINTED CREEK Quarry, Nick- THE GIRL WITH NO PLACE TO GO 
Rabe, Peter- TIME ENOUGH TO DIE 


(Fach $.35) 


Leinster, Murray- FOUR FROM PLANET FIVE Packer, Vin- THE YOUNG AND THE VIOLENT 
Sheridan, Jack- THUNDERCLAP 


Premier. Books (Each $.50) 


Champion & Short- fds, -READINGS FROM Lackner, Dr. Stephan- DISCOVER YOURSELF 
WORLD RELIGIONS 
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THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY - Mentor (Each $.50 - *Original) 


Kohler, Wolfgang- GESTALT PSYCHOLOGY *Schonfield, Hugh J.-Transl.- THE SONG OF SONGS e 


Signet (Each $.25) 


*Brown, Carter- TERROR COMES CREEPING *Chase, James Hadley- THE GUILTY ARE AFRAID 
| *Q'Rourke, Frank- DESPERATE RIDER 


‘oO 
D 


35! ($.50) 
Lawrence, D. H.- THE LOVELY LADY Calitri, Charles- STRIKE HEAVEN IN THE FACE 
Rivette, Marc- THE INCIDENT Shute, Nevil- THE RAINBOW AND THE ROSE 
5) - THE MEMOIRS OF FIELD MARSHAL MONTGOMERY 
POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Day, Clarence- LIFE WITH FATHER Field, Peter- TRAIL FROM NEEDLE ROCK 
Fraser, Robert Caine- MARK KILBY SOLVES A MURDER 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


Fisher, Clay- THE CROSSING Ullman, J. R.- THIRD MAN ON THE MOUNTAIN 
Van Buren, Abigail- DEAR ABBY 


Giant Cardinal ($.50) - Seton, Anya- THE WINTHROP WOMAN 
Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Banks, Rosie- SETTLEMENT NURSE Humphrey, William- HOME FROM THE HILL 
Clad, Noel- THE SAVAGE Jager, N.H. & S.K.- Eds.-A GUIDE TO BETTER LIVING 


Frank Yerby Promotion - THE GOLDEN HAWK: THE SARACEN BLADE: THE VIXENS: CAPTAIN REBEL: 
THE FOXES OF HARROW 


Washington Square Press- Shakespeare, William - ROMEO AND JULIET (Folger Library Series) 
POPULAR LIBRARY - Eagle Books (Each $.35) 
Gregory, Jackson - THE MAN FROM TEXAS Williams, Coe- TROUBLE TRAIL 
Giants 
Brand, Max- SIX-GUN AMBUSH Raine, W. MacL.- BEYOND THE RIO GRANDE 
de Wohl, Louis- THE LIVING WOOD Toepfer, Ray- THE SCARLET GUIDON 
Lowry, Robert- FIND ME IN FIRE Wright, Francesca- THE LOVES OF LUCREZIA 


Specials 


Dewlen, Al- THE GOLDEN TOUCH ($.50) Dos Passos, John- THE GREAT DAYS ($.50) 
Untermeyer, Louis- fd. - A TREASURY OF RIBALDRY - Vol. I ($.75) 
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ONE MUST BOOK 


January 42 


Sheean, Vincent Random House 
NEHRU: Ten Years of Power $5.00 


Sheean's preoccupation with India and specifically with Gandhi (Lead Kindly 
Light in 1949 made most of his readers aware of this) has born practical fruit in ‘ 
this perceptive study of India's Prime Minister. Without holding towards Nehru the 
almost mystical veneration he held towards Gandhi, Sheean is a great admirer of a 
man he feels is one of the world's great leaders. In this significant book he anal- 
yzes Nehru's achievements, the sources of his immense power in India, the enviable 
detachment he holds towards the bitter criticism and occasional hostility he is ex- 
posed to from the outside world. His ten years in power have seen India well on 
the way to concrete results in the course he advocates, the successive Five Year 
Plans he has put into operation, and the miracle of change that is gradually made 
evident in India today. It is a unique experiment- this planned development under 
state ownership and control, without sacrifice of freedom or democracy. It strikes 
at the heart of India's problem- poverty. The extent of industrial development is 
indicated in Sheean's outline of the wide range of activities he has seen for him- 
self, while at the time the pockets of primitiveness which are basic India are as 
yet scarcely reached. India is burdened by unfriendly Nature, limited resources, 
the burden of pensioning off the feudal princes. But it has a reservoir of wealth 
in the ability and enthusiasm of its youth. The Pakistan partition- the Kashmir 
question- the problems of religious difference- of questions of a national language - 
Nehru's "uncommitted" neutralism in foreign affairs (and what Sheean feels is a 
sound reason back of it)- are all weighed and assessed. But the most interesting 
parts of the book are the sidelights on Nehru the man, the politician, the diplomat 
- a many-faceted personality, with potentials that are as yet unplumbed. An interim 
report, this- but an important one. 


AND TWO DARK HORSES 

January 4+ |, 
Maraini, Fosco : Viking 
MEETING WITH JAPAN $8.50 


Report repeated from p. 484 of the July lst bulletin; this title was post- 
poned for selection by the Book of the Month. "If one were to grasp even a small 
part of what this book teaches of Japan, the bridge between the Western and Eastern 
mentality would not seem quite so formidable. Written by an Italian linguist and 
photographer who has resided :for many, years in Japan, Meeting With Japan not only 
introduces the reader to noteworthy places and occasions, but to that subtle and 
intricate pattern based on Japanese history, recondite Buddhism, and an internal 
sense of tradition, twice shocked by the West into chaos. Fosco Maraini, fully 
cognizant of the obstacles facing a Westerner in taking the pulse of Japan, never- 
theless seems uniquely free of Western provincial attitudes. He writes for the 
Caucasian, but at no point compromises his understanding of the East for the sake 
of congeniality. Written with an urbane informality, this book deals easily with 
the subject of the geisha and then in transition turns to the content of Japanese 
art, the Japanese political scene, the problems of intermarriage, the origins of 
Japanese mythology, the evolution of Japanese Buddhism, the war, and other aspects 
of a vital culture. Respectful, imbued with the dignity of his subject, Fosco 
Maraini, author of Secret Tibet, is a knowledgeable host to the complexities of 
Japan. Illustrated with sixty-four pages of photographs (sixteen in full color) bs. 
and with drawings and ideograms by Japanese artists." (LC: 59-8458) | 
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January 27% |5 


Kahn, E.J., Jr. Random House 


THE BIG DRINK — 
J 
This diverting book, based on articles first published in The New Yorker, is 


an unsubsidized but not unsympathetic account of Coca-Cola, from its invention in 1886 
to its present world-wide manufacture and consumption. The story is one of inventive 
enterprise, financial imagination, cornfed sentimentality and a rewarding faith in the 
power of continual and ever-expanding advertising. Coca-Cola was originated, name and 
drink, in Atlanta, Ga., in 1886 by a brewer of patent medicines, John S. Pemberton; in 
1891 a pious and financially acute Georgian, Asa Candler, bought entire rights of manu- 
facture of the drink, control of his company passing in 1919 to an Atlanta bank syndicate 
headed by Robert Woodruff. This company made of Coca-Cola a god and a fetish, spreading 
the "Pause that Refreshes" and the Coca-Cola bottle around the globe (not as yet into 
outer space), becoming involved in foreign complications and domestic lawsuits, seeing 
its name turn into a symbol of American imperialism-- and raising the world-wide con- 
sumption of cokes to sixty-six million drinks daily. Witty and readable, this book 
should appeal to all Coca-Cola addicts old enough to read, and to lending library clients 
and students of American mores and the power of advertising; even devotees of Pepsi-Cola 
may enjoy it. (LC: 60-5524) 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
January 4 


Grey, Ian Lippincott 
PETER THE GREAT $7.50 


All that any lay reader is ever likely to wish to know about Peter the Great, 
that strange and rather terrifying figure who ruled Russia from the close of the 17th 
century to 1725, will doubtless be found somewhere in the 490 pages of text and foot- 
notes of this volume. It does not make for easy reading, as the author infrequently 
makes use of his prerogative of selecting from a hundred small facts those few which 
are most germane to the narrative. Nor is he altogether free from bias. His view is 
that Peter was a kind of master-shepherd who hustled his reluctant flock from horrid 
old medieval pastures into splendid modern ones, and what difference do a few flaws 
like cruelty, cowardice, and narrow-mindedness make? There is quite a bit of special 
pleading in these pages but there is also a huge amount of history packed into them, 
and a serious student of Russia will probably find the book indispensable. (LC:60-5019) 


Flynn, Errol Putnam 
MY WICKED, WICKED WAYS V [#95 


This posthumously published autobiography of one of the most flamboyant char- 
acters ever to make newspaper headlines is a curious mixture of bravado and bafflement. 
Early in the book, in speaking of his near bankruptcy, Flynn says; "It is a habit of 
mine, when you are down and out, to go to the 'best spots'”. Much later, having revealed 
reams about himself, his friends, his wives and mistresses, he confesses that he does 
not understand himself. But Flynn was not an unaware man and though he protests too 
much about how much reading he has done - as though that should count for something of 
value, his book is not simply a vacuous account of a dizzying alcholic whirl from one 
scandal to another. In a sense he seems to be reliving his life as he tells it and 
this accounts for the various changes of mood one finds in the book. It also accounts 
for the fact that the book has little perspective. It's no exaggeration to say that 
Errol Flynn's public-private life was always more newsworthy than his film career but 
he insists that neither the movies, nor his wives, mistresses, brawls, fortunes made 
and lost, serve to explain Flynn. But just what he is, the Playboy of the Western World 


is unprepared to say. Essentially, and he acknowledges this, Flynn was never in, he 
was far, far out. (LC: 59-7849) (Q!) 
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January 4 


Landis, Lawrence Rinehart 
THE STORY OF THE U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY $3.95 


When the United States Army created its first "aero school" at College 
Park, Maryland, in 1911, it unwittingly sowed the seeds of a separate Air Force of 
the future. And when that bifurcation of services came about in 1947, the new Air 
Force's need for an equivalent to Annapolis and West Point became fully apparent. 
Not until 1958 however was the Air Force Academy a reality. This book reveals how 
the $79,527,000 campus located on 17,800 acres just north of Colorado Springs, 
came about. Academy curriculum is examined in detail, as are the stringent meth- 
ods of choosing cadets, the austere life they lead, and the future they can expect--- 
duty with SAC, Air Defense Command, or Tactical Air Command--upon graduation and 
further flight training. There is little of the colorful in this book. It is 
rather a very informative primer for Air Force fans---and for those star-struck 
young men who would like to be Air Force Academy Cadets. (LC: 60-5336) 


Costello, William | § Viking 


| 


THE FACTS ABOUT NIXON - $3.95 v 


Unlike Earl Mazzo's book on Richard Nixon (Harper; p. 364) which purported 
to be an objective study, this analysis of the enigmatic politician stresses Nixon's 
abilities as a campaigner - the area in which he has been most criticized. He re- 
views Nixon's youth and family background and raises questions about the Vice Pres- 
ident's ethical dedication to Quakerism in view of his early innuendo-laden style 
of oratory. He deals at length with the campaigns against Voorhis in '46 and 
Helen Douglas in '50 in which Nixon impugned his opponents’ integrity in shocking 
fashion. On-the question of the exposure of the 1952 "secret fund" and the subse- 
quent "Checkers speech" Costello recalls that no one ever attempted to deny the 
fact that the vice-presidential candidate did accept expense money from private 
interests and he finds this behavior incompatible with Senatorial disinterested- 
ness. Topically he discusses Nixon's career as Congressman, Senator, his en- 
larged functions as Vice-President, his transition from party hatchet-man to the 
"new Nixon", his impeccable behavior during the President's coronary crisis and 
the overseas travel. Costello's conclusion: "..if Nixon suggests a capacity for 
dedication it is not so much to ideals or principles in the abstract as it is to 
expediency and the tolls of the pragmatist". And yet, in spite of the array of 
damaging evidence which he musters, the author is forced to admit, as have others 
before him, that the core of Nixon's beliefs escapes identification. Essentially 
then the enigma remains. William Costello is White House correspondent for the | 
Mutual Broadcasting System and portions of this book have appeared serially in 
The New Republic. Contains an Index, Bibliography and Chronology of Nixon's 
career. (LC: 60-5834) 


January 6 


Gifford, Tom Dutton 
ANGLERS AND MUSCLEHEADS $4.95 


Captain Gifford is known to the big game angling fraternity for his skill 
as a guide for offshore fishing, for his advocacy of light tackle (24 and 15 thread) 
angling, for his contempt for "muscleheads" who hold to heavy tackle, and for his 
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expert knowledge of the big fish and their ways. His story of his devotion to fish- 
ing - since childhood; of his early days with rod and reel; of his finding the possi- 
bilities of charter parties,- wander from New Jersey to Oregon, California, Florida, 
Long Island, Nova Scotia, Bimini, the Bahamas. It is filled with accounts of tre- 
mendous battles with marlin, broadbill, giant tuna, etc., with the reasons for the 
development of the equipment he uses - boat, tackle, riggers, kite baiting, and with 
the types of men and women he has fished. Raymond Camp introduces him as the number 
one man in his field and this autobiography underlines not only his abilities but also 
his pera in this sporting area. Definitely for enthusiastic followers. [llus. 
(LC: 60-5065 


January 6 / 


Muller, Herbert J. Harper 
ISSUES OF FREEDOM $3.50 


In this latest title in the World Perspectives series, the author of The 
Uses of the Past and The Loom of History sets out to examine rational Man's right to, 
and use of, Freedom. One of the possible definitions of Freedom is "the condition of 
being able to choose and carry out purposes". Next he postulates that Man is not, 
contrary to the conservative view, the sinful throwback lurking under a polished 
veneer Of civiliation. Nor is he mature. Somewhere between these states, Man is 
capable of growth and change, capable too of distinguishing alternatives and choosing 
_ between them. Freedom then can be his if he strives for it. Thus the "New Conser- 
vatives"...Babbitt, Kirk, etc....are vehemently repudiated. Through succinct views 
of the art, science, philosophy and so on of the West, totalitarian and deterministic 
philosophies also come under fire. It would seem that this is a Liberal's handbook 
of sorts. It is a good one. Unfortunately it lacks strong evidences and arguments 
for Liberalism to offset the New Conservative attack. One suspects that those who 
feel Man deserves a minimum of personal choice will be little swayed by it. 
(LC: 59-13286) 

January 7 

Jordan, Jed 1, John Day 
FOOL'S GOLD Ja, / $375 

In spite of locale and title, gold plays little part in this book, the per- 
sonal record (as told to M.M. Marberry) of a one-time professional gambler and saloon- 
keeper in Nome, Alaska, in the 1899-1901 gold rush. Learning of the Alaskan gold dis- 
coveries before the big rush began the author, a man with en aversion to physical 
labor, decided to dig gold his own way in the new fields; equipping himself with cards, 
gambling devices and a supply of whisky which he cut to his great profit with water, 
tobacco- juice and tabasco, he descended on Nome, then Anvil City, Alaska, and opened 
one of the first saloons in the place, the Ophir. This book, occasionally funny, often 
dull, and always overdrawn, tells of his experiences, of gamblers and drunkards, of 
methods of cheating at cards and doctoring whisky, of brutal practical jokes and, 
ad nauseum,Of the private habits of the Nome prostitutes. Not for children, church- 
goers or most women, this book, of no historical and little social value, may appeal 


to less discriminating male readers with a taste for supposedly true tales of unin- 
hibited "life in the raw." Illustrated. (LC: 60-5647) (Q) 
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January 7 


Allen, George N. Doubleday 
UNDERCOVER TEACHER $3.00 


It was shortly after the explosions of violence in several of New York City's 
public schools during the 1957-58 term that the World Telegram decided to send a re- 
porter into the school system as a teacher. George Allen qualified for a license as 
a regular substitute in English and got a job in John Marshall Junior High School in 
Brooklyn. John Marshall - located in an ethnically changing neighborhood - had had 
a series of outbursts - vandalism, stabbings, rapes - which, it was assumed, culmin- 
ated in the suicide of its principal. In November of 1958, after Allen had spent 
nine months in John Marshall, the World Telegram began publishing a series of sixteen 
front page articles about the events described in this book. His story needs no 
hyperbole: the bare facts are sufficiently appalling. This is a revelation of edu- 
cational theory unrelated to the facts of teaching; inadequate equipment; underpaid 
teachers who are forced to serve as policemen and babysitters for pupils who are un- 
interested in learning; oversize classes and too little teaching time; the ninth 
grade students who could neither read nor write; and the emotionally disturbed young- 
sters for whom compulsory schooling is only torture. Even the most casual of news- 
paper readers could scarcely be unaware of the state of the city's schools. It is 
the cumulative effect of this book which is depressing. (LC: 59-12863) 


Dale, Edwin L., Jr. Doubleday 
CONSERVATIVES IN POWER: A Study in Frustration $3 .95 


Mr. Dale has written an enlightening book on a difficult subject, namely 
economics. He has singled out economics in his study of the Eisenhower administra- 
tion's six years in power because this is where conservatives and liberals differ 
radically in philosophy and practice. The conservatives put a heavy stress on pre- 
serving the value of the dollar; they believe that high taxes are dangerous to 
economic health; and they also feel that slumps are quite normal events that usually 
tend to cure themselves without government interference. For the past six years the 
conservatives have tried to set economic policy in keeping with these beliefs. The 
results have been,according to the author, positively frustrating. The budget has 
grown bigger, the deficit larger, the value of the dollar smaller, and taxes are as 
high as ever. Although Mr. Dale is basically in sympathy with conservative objectives, 
he betrays a strange ambivalence throughout his book. At every turn he indicates 
that conservative economic theory just does not work in practice. He seems to say 
that the complexity of our economy has grown to such a degree that it is no longer 
possible to exert much of a control over it by the usual conservative methods. 

There are just too many factors operating at the same time, too many unpredictables 
and too many great governmental expenditures that are becoming permanent features of 
the space age. Yet Mr. Dale is inclined to believe that if the conservatives had not 
been in power, our inflation would be much worse than it is today. One cannot help 
but admire the author's point of view, more for his realism than conservatism: The 
result is an excellent book, written with skill, knowledge, understanding and a 
clarity and readability rare for this kind of subject matter. (LC: 60-5921) 


Lipset, Seymour Doubleday - 
POLITICAL MAN: Essays on the Soctology of Democracy $4.95 / 


The author is a political sociologist who teaches at the University of Cali- 
fornia in Berkeley. This book is a collection of his previously published articles, 
along with some new ones, which attempt to illustrate, in an integrated manner, the 
contribution the socologist can make to an understanding of democratic political systems. 
There are chapters on The Sociology of Politics; Economic Development and Democracy; 
Social Conflict, Legitimacy and Democracy; Working-Class Authoritarianism; Fascism; 
Elections; etc. Much of the writing is in that dense academic prose in which sociolo- 
gists seem to feel especially at home. The author uses such words and phrases as; 
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stimuli, cleavage, hypothesis, discontinuities, catalyst, reductionist, neuroticism, 
subculture, quantification, chiliastic transvaluation, methodological postulates, inter- 
related clusters, system-attributes, multi-variate, etc. It would seem that this book 7 
is for specialists only. There are also myriads of footnotes, tables, statistical 
analyses and other such paraphernalia associated with scholarship. All of this gives 
the impression that sociologists are interested mainly in categorizing, in as pseudo- 
scientific a manner as possible, any information they can lay their hands on. There 
doesn't seem to be much of a desire to make sense or to be lucid. The most readable 
chapter is probably the one on American Intellectuals: Their Politics and Status. 
Otherwise, most of the other chapters compete for density and dullness; reading them 

is like going through a very untidy file cabinet. 


January 11 


Dallin, Alexander- fd Columbia University Press 
SOVIET CONDUCT IN WORLD AFFAIRS $4.50 


Originally composed for students of the Russian Institute of Columbia University, 
this text offers the interested reader a wide and erudite sampling of opinions and ap- 
proaches from which to reach an independent conclusion. David Dallin, author of The New 
Soviet Empire, The Rise of Russia in Asia, Soviet Espionage and other works on Communism, 
has restricted his anthology to non-Soviet commentaries, but other than that this volume 
represents a cathnolicity both of method and conclusion: Daniel Bell discusses Soviet 
policy in terms of the Soviet personality type, viewing Russia from the viewpoint of 
social science techniques; a symposium discusses the relative importance of power poli- 
tics versus ideology in the determining of Soviet foreign policy; Richard Lowenthal 
weighs the relative power of personal interest versus ideology; Leites assesses the 
Politburo; “Historicus", Stalin's action vis-a-vis his revolutionary theory; Mosley, 

Soviet Techniques of Negotiation. These are mere samples of the articles ,retrospective ae 


and speculative, all of which participate to a high degree in factual background and a 
serious concern with Russia and its role in the twentieth Century. Alexander Dallin's 
book assumes a high degree of interest and a reasonable conversance with modern history. 
Armed with these, the reader will find this a rich and stimulating collection. 


Collier, Richard Dutton 
THE CITY THAT WOULD NOT DIE $4.50 


This is a striking compilation and blending of eye-witness accounts and the 
personal experiences of the people of London who suffered through the Luftwaffe's 
savage reprisal raid the night of May 10-11, 1941, the largest and most explosive and 
fire-bomb raid Lonaon had then received...and luckily, the last. The author has done 
a stupendous job in recreating the significant incidents of that horrific night (it 
was a six hour raid) when more than 1,400 people were killed, 2,200 fires were started, 
and more than £20,000 ,000 damage was done. In dramatic, episodic fashion -- using for 
the most part the words and descriptions of persons present -- he tells how the raid 
was planned and how it progressed from the vantage points of the Luftwaffe, the citi- 
zens in the various parts of London who were on the receiving end, the city fathers, 
the Fire Control Service, and the RAF. Among the literally thousands of incidents 
described are the abortive Hess flight to England, the discovery of a cult of moon 
worshippers, the bombing of Westminster Abbey, the Alexandra Hotel, Waterloo Station, 
and the last bomb of the raid, which fell on Scotland Yard. Though absorbing historical 
reportage exhibiting astounding research and documentation, this book suffers a natural 
fault in its chronological organization which piles incident upon incident, switches 
from point of view to point of view, so that a panoramic effect--important for American = 
readers unfamiliar with the geography of London--is never achieved. Yet these incidents 
proclaim the spirit of London and reveal again and again the almost unbelievable heroism 
of the people, especially the fire-watchers, wardens and firemen, who fought catastrophe 
without thought of defeat. Illustrated. (LC: 59-12579) 
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January 12 


Powell, Lawrence Clark World 
BOOKS IN MY BAGGAGE $4.50 


A Passion for Books (1958) introduced to a book-loving market the man to 
whom people, books and places are the major part of life. Now with Books in my 
Baggage one is given more food for the omnivorous bibliomania which afflicts even some 
of the most hardened of us. It is an erudite book, which will give the average layman, 
with no claims to scholarship, a sense of having been cheated through life of some of 
the adventures in reading that Dr. Powell has experienced. But it is also an exciting 
book-a sort of literary detective story, as his journeyings in far places take him and 
his sixth sense - his book geiger counter- to dusty cellars and odd corners where 
literary treasures are found and claimed joyously. And it is in a sense a travel book, 
leading one through literary bypaths of England and Scotland, and through much of our 
own southwest with its hardly sought literary catia Again a book for a special- 
ized market. (LC: 59-11538) 


January 7 VP ( 


Bedichek, Roy | / Doubleday 
THE SENSE OF SMELL $3.75 


Despite the title, this is far from being a dry text book. Rather it is a 
wide-ranging gallopthrough the field of smell and its several side avenues, a gallop 
conducted at top speed and with considerable gusto, crammed with literary and scien- 
tific quotations (five pages of bibliography range from obscure scientific reviews 
through Hooten, Fabre, Shelley and Joyce). More problems are posed than the average 
non-smeller can conceive of:- racial odors, how vultures track down carrion; smells 
in industry, in emotions; how insects and mammals (including man) track down mates, 
etc. The conclusion, aptly, is a diatribe against smog and city smells, all too apt 
to eradicate this more elusive of the five senses. As the author says, smell is the 
most neglected of the senses; it has few words to describe it; it is hedged in by a 
vague feeling of being unmentionable; and (except for the artificial one of perfume) 
it has no art derived from and designed to enhance it. Yet it is the first sense to 
awaken and the last to fade (some will take issue with this)...and is the dominant 
sense in many other life-forms. To read this meaty and sometimes dogmatic book is 
a curious experience, next best is to having a sense of smell. (LC: 60-5914) 
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Shure, David S. : Doubleday 
HESTER BATEMAN: $7.95 
Queen of English Silversmiths 


An essential book for those interested in antique silver, particularly since 
so much of the worksof this 18th century silversmith and her sons and daughter-in-law 
have found their way to U.S. museums and private collections. The introductory material 
is the biography of a remarkable woman, who, when widowed, took over her husband's 
smithy and built it into a great business, which was held by three generations of the 
Bateman family. The author is himself well known in the area of which he writes. His 
increasing interest in Bateman silver has led to this authoritative work, with 87 
plates, carefully captioned, which will be the basic sourcebook on the subject. 


Calder-Marshall, Arthur Aat Putnam 
THE SAGE OF SEX: Havelock Ellis ae $5 .00 


A cabin boy on his father's ship at seven and again at sixteen, a school- 
master in backwoods Australia at eighteen, yet always shy and scholarly, Ellis' youth 
was filled with the same inconsistencies which marked him in his adult life. This 
biography on the centenary of his birth does not dodge these inconsistencies. Rather 
it illustrates them and tactfully conjectures on their reasons. For Havelock Ellis 
could never quite reconcile the spiritual and the physical, nor formalize what his 
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own role should be with women. His wife Edith's homosexuality for instance forced him 

into a peculiar pattern of confusion and withdrawal. Yet this- probably more than the 

writings of James Hinton- turned him to his psychological studies. Out came Studies @ 
in the Psychology of Sex, Into the flames went early volumes, courtesy of Scotland 

Yard morals men. And a great career was launched. All this is of course fascinating. 

But rarely is the book as interesting as John Stewart Collis" personal portrait, which 

appeared last year (Morrow-Sloane), in its insight or its handling. (LC: 60-5269) 


: 
January ? 


Swift, Henry and Elizabeth John Day 
RUNNING A HAPPY FAMILY $3 .50 


Written for Americans with a distinctly American point of view, this text 
implores the successful man of affairs, the efficient club executive, to approach 
familial crises with the same considered effort he or she approaches outside business 
dilemas.. Communication is presented as the groundwork for all smoothly run households. 
It is desirable that parents and their children speak; it is desirable that vocabularies 
are meaningful to all participants; it is desirable that ample time be given to communi- 
cation. Planning family activities, delegating responsibility, avoidance of recurrent 
problems are also discussed here, the prescribed cure running parallel to prescribed 
cures in business management. Sensible enough as far as it goes, but to those who 
maintain that the family is a rich dynamic organism which defies the analysis of the 
efficiency expert, slightly distasteful. (LC: 60-5651) 


Shattock, Rear Admiral E.H. Dutton 
AN EXPERIMENT IN MINDFULNESS $2.95 


Perhaps the most engaging quality of this book is that it is not written by ) 
a mystic, but by a highly literate, sensible, self-disciplined British Rear Admiral! 
If so minded, one could find immense comic possibilities in the tale of such a character, 
who enters a Buddhist monastery for an experiment in intensive meditation during a 4- 
weeks' leave. Without omitting any of the problems of daily living,he manages to con- 
vey a serious and moving religious experience. This remarkable lack of self-consciousness, 
from a source from which one had been led to expect it least, is disarming. Who can doubt 
a@ man who likens Navy discipline to Buddhist discipline, and the faces of the old Budd- 
hist monks to those of senior Navy officers? Or disbelieve him when he expands the dis- 
ciplines to show how in his particular case they lead to awareness of dimensions beyond 
our ordinary ones? It is a book to be read on two levels:- as a lucid exposition of an 
unfamiliar way of thought, and the intense experience of it by a most likeable human 


being. (LC: 60-6073) 


Shuster, George N. Harper 
EDUCATION AND MORAL WISDOM $4.00 


This is a collection of thirteen essays on various aspects of education written 
during the past twenty years while George N. Shuster was president of Hunter College. 
Some of the essays appeared in scholastic journals, in the liberal Catholic weekly ~- The 
Commonweal, Of which Dr. Shuster was once editor, and some of the essays were originally 
addresses before teachers or students. With a forcefulness, unabashed zeal and an im- 
plicit optimism he discusses American educational assumptions, academic freedom, the 
business of administrating a municipal college, the special problems besetting Catholic 
educators and education's ultimate objective - which he defines as "the sharing of the 
life of the scholar, poet and saint". There are essays on the totalitarian disorder, & 
the distinctions between education and wisdom, Historicism and Literature and in two 
addresses to the freshmen of Hunter College he outlines "the setting in which the 
college is presumed to be the jewel". There is manifested here a deep and meaningful 
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concern for ultimate questions which is forcefully conveyed by the author's sincerity 
and erudition. Of greatest value to the student and educator. There is a Foreword 
by Ordway Tead, Chairman of the Board of Higher Education of New York City. (LC: 60-5710) 


January ? 


Alexander, Michael McKay 
OFFBEAT IN ASIA $4.00 


A personal and often amusing account of one English couple's journey along 
the "underbelly" of the Soviet bear, from the Istambul Hilton to Afghanistan, and 
back. Roaring through the mideast in their Land Rover, they gather sights, impres- 
sions and anecdotes from Ankara, Trabzon, Teheran and a host of other not-so-mysteri- 
ous Islamic places. Constant scrapes with suspicious police and soldiery, meetings 
with all types of humanity, pepper the proceedings. Views of Americans are particu- 
larly amusing, seen through cool British eyes. Superficial, but written with a 
light touch some will appreciate. 


End of the Year Round Up 


November 2 


Valsecchi, Marco New York Graphic Society 
VAN GOGH $10.00 


The sanity of the artist resides in his art, such might well be the thesis 
of the clear and sympathetic text of this book. In his informal biography of Van 
Gogh and his incisive remarks regarding his work, Marco Valsecchi attempts to show 
that the manly portrayal of peasants, the vivid depiction of a sun-drenched landscape, 
the exuberant rendition of a vase of flowers is in no way an outgrowth of the artist's 
publicized insanity. Rather, he suggests, his lack of conventional balance grew from 
that glimpse of heaven his artist's vision encountered, a glimpse which renders there- 
after pedestrian life exceedingly difficult. Twenty full page color plates, meticu- 
lously reproduced, leave no argument as to the wholesome vigor of Van Gogh's artistic 
health, arguments brilliantly articulate in line and color, arguments which have to 
date won the impoverished, fanatical Van Gogh a position of primary popularity both 
among critics and novices. An excellent gift selection. Bibliography. 


November 9 


Giedion-Welcker, Carola Braziller 
CONSTANTIN BRANCUSI $15.00 


Perhaps no sculptor is at once so familiar and so obscure as the late 
Constantin Brancusi. His bird, a shaft which cuts through space with the swiftness 
of flight, has to some become a pinnacle of the modern artist's efforts to eliminate 
the superfluous, to others, a final affront at credulity. In this biographical and 
critical summary of the Rumanian born artist, the dual nature of his heritage is 
stressed:a thorough familiarity with the rich world of modern art as it developed in 
the beginning of this century in Paris, and a deep sense of communion with Eastern 
meditative attitudes. Deeply imbued with a peasant's confidence in nature, Brancusi 
strove throughout his life to stress essential rhythms, stripping his work of the 
nonessential. 157 photographs of his work, commented upon by the author make this 
a definitive work on the artist, one to be read both by serious students of scuplture 
and by those who look for a key to the ambiguities of modern art. (LC: 60-9867) 
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Announcing for November 20 


Churchill, Sir Winston Houghton, Mifflin 
HISTORY OF WORLD WAR II pre-pub.-$22.50; post-$25.00 
2 volumes de luxe-pre-$24.00; post-$27.50 


This reports the details on the publisher's edition of life magazine's con- 
densed History, originally published in 6 volumes. There will be 70% new photographs, 
nearly double the number of colored pages - many of these rare photographs not avail- 
able ten years ago. Norman Ross, the editor, examined some 14,000 pictures before de- 
termining his selection,- 311 photographs. The de luxe edition contains in addition 
a long-playing Columbia Masterpiece record of Churchill's war speeches and a special 
slip case. Extensive promotion by radio and TV will help launch the book. 


November 30 


Bossert, H. Th. Frederick A. Praeger 
PEASANT ART OF EUROPE AND ASIA $12.50 


In 1953 and again twice in 1956 volumes under the authorship of Professor 
Bossert appeared (Folk Art of Europe, Folk Art of Primitive Peoples and Decorative 
Art of Egypt and Asia) in English editions, and were enthusiastically received by 
modern craftsmen and artists working in the field of design, as well as by anthropol- 
Ogists and ethnologists. This fourth volume, follows the same procedure- introductory 
text summarizing the content of each of the 4! plates- and then the plates themselves, 
28 in full color, 16 in monochrome, including illustrations of folk art design to a 
total of 600 items. The title is somewhat misleading, since only three of the plates 
carry representations of Asiatic peasant art; the Middle and Near East have generous 
representation; and the sources of virtually all the inclusions are German Polish, 
Swiss, and Moscow museums with a few from other Middle European sources. Inevitably, 
as recognized in the brief explanatory note, this volume is comprised of material 
left over from the careful selection made for the other books, and lacks the sense 
of coordination and direction which characterized the earlier volumes. However, 
since demand for this missing material is the reason for bringing it together, this 
fourth volume helps round out the rich representation of peasant art. (LC: 59-13469) 


December eo, 


Cowley, Malcolm- Fd. Viking 
WALT WHITMAN'S LEAVES OF GRASS $5.00 


The well-known critic and co-editor of the New Republic, has here resurrected 
Whitman's masterpiece, Leaves of Grass, in its original and pristine form, as first pub- 
lished in 1885. It consisted then of twelve untitled poems, the first later called Song 
of Myself, and a long rambling prose introduction by Whitman. By the time of the last 
or "Deathbed" edition, Leaves of Grass consisted of 383 poems, many of which had been 
basically changed, but Mr. Cowley maintains not for the better. Whitman's introduction 
had disappeared. In his interesting and provocative introduction, Cowley states that 
Song of Myself is Whitman's greatest work, perhaps his one completely realized work and 
one of the great poems of modern times. The other eleven, while not on the same level, 
are samples of Whitman's boldest and freshest style. He feels that the original first 
poem was the result of a mystical experience, an absorption into God comparable to the 
Indian state of Samadhi, which opened Whitman to his sense of all-embracing brotherhood 
without his having read deeply in Oriental literature. This is a valuable piece of 
literary research and criticism. It is important to have Whitman's buried masterpiece 
to compare with subsequent editions. (LC: 59-13502) 
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December ?? 


Eisenschiml, Otto- Fd. Devin-Adair 
VERMONT GENERAL $6.50 


Edited by an authority on the Civil War, this book is a collection of letters 
(1862-1865) from a young Northern officer, Edward Hastings Ripley, to and from his 
family in Rutland, Vt., a three, four and five-way correspondence, all members of the 
large and prosperous Ripley family having been copious letter-writers. Born in Rutland 
in 1839 one of seven children with a father interested in banks and marble quarries, 
young Ripley enlisted for the North in March, 1862, in answer to Lincoln's call for 
volunteers; one of his brothers, William, to whom many of his letters are addressed, 
had already been invalided home for wounds received in the War. Stationed first in 
Virginia, Ripley was captured at Harper's Ferry and paroled to Camp Douglas, Chicago; 
returned to active service he took part in many engagements and at 25, as General 
Ripley, was the first Union officer to enter Richmond after its capitulation; for 
two weeks he was virtual ruler of the city, his account of the occupation of Rich- 
mond being by far the most valuable part of the book. Pleasantly readable, depicting 
the life of a personable young officer in the War and the life of his family at home, 
this book, of no vast historical importance, should appeal to Vermonters, devotees 
of Civil War correspondence, and to students of the less stringent side of the War; 
more critical readers may doubt that certain of the letters are the "literary gems” 
the editor terms them. Illustrated. (LC: 59-13558) 


Noveck, Dr. Simon- Ed. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
GREAT JEWISH PERSONALITIES IN ANCIENT $4.95 
AND MEDIEVAL TIMES 


An extraordinary collection of profiles of prophets, scholars, statesmen, 
administrators from the time of Moses down to the 18th century. There is a continu- 
ing thread of holiness and greatness in each of these personalities who brought the 
Jews out of bondage and slavery, physical and intellectual, time and time again, 
keeping alive the Torah and the Law in face of persecution and that other great 
threat, prosperity. The three biblical figures- Moses, David and Jeremiah- are 
well known and various writers have given themhumanness and rich individuality. * 
But the others are little known outside scholarly circles and the authors here 
have enriched the history of the Jews with penetrating studies of rewarding figures, 
as varied as Akiba of Palestine, Raschi of France, Halevi, Poet of Spain, Saada of 
Egypt, Maimonides of Spain, Abravenel of Portugal. These were not military warriors 
but warriors for the spirit and conscience of man, for freedom of thought and wor- 
ship; they faced persecution and death as they faced life with faith and trust in 
their religious beliefs. Despite its richness of scholarship, this remains good 
reading for the layman. (LC: 59-13182) 


Two Late Coners in Odd Categories 


Karl, S. Donald College Entrance 
Examination Board 
THE COLLEGE HANDBOOK: 1959-61 $2.00 


Every student at junior level of high school who plans to go to college 
and is faced with the uncertainity of admissions, the confusion of requirements, the 
problems of financing will find this handbook invaluable. Commonly we would not be 
reporting on a publication of this type. However, we feel that it is information 
that no library should be without- and that most bookshops will find saleable. 
Its use is for that narrowing down process to a choice of colleges to which applica- 
tion should be made. 250 colleges are here presented in comparable descriptions, 
covering location, terms of admission, programs of study, costs, financial assistance 
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and where to write for further information. Only accredited colleges are included, 

and terms of admission are given both for Freshman applicants and transfer applicants. 

An important aspect is the information about College Board tests, preferred date of a 
examination, individual colleges regular test requirements, testing dates, and dates 

by which applications for admission should be submitted. There is a section on colleges 
which grant advanced course placement to entering students of superior ability. Due to 
the limitations of space, the requirements may seem inflexible. The introduction stresses 
the fact that colleges are interested in the whole person, and that incompatible require- 
ments can often be ironed out. Scholarships and other aids are indicated and the intro- 
duction stresses the importance of students applying for scholarships, applying early. 

The order of arrangement is alphabetical, and each entry indicates whether or not the 
college is for men (only), for women (only) or co-educational. Copies of this handbook 
may be purchased from: The College Entrance Examination Board, Care Educational Testing 
Service, Box 592, Princeton, N.J. Or Box 27896, Los Angeles 27, Calif. 


November 5 


Ginger, Ray- fd. Holt 
SPECTRUM: 7he World of Science $3.95 


Frankly acknowledging the lack of background for proper appraisal of this 
book, we are listing the contents and main contributors as evidence of the scope and 
authority:- Making New Building Blocks of Matter, by Glemn T. Seaborg; Animals with 
Double Lives, by Bobb Schaeffer; Building Brooklyn Bridge, by D- B. Steinman; /nside 
the Living Cell, by Philip Siekevitz; Round Trip from Space, by Melvin Calvin; Proba- 
bility, by Herbert Robbins. From the classic writings in the world of science, the 
editors have included William James, The Stream of Consciousness; The Origin of Life, 
by Erasmus Darwin (grandfather of the great Charles!), The Anatomical Drawings Of 
Vesalius, etc. Dipping in here and there, we found the text lucid, presenting in a 
surprisingly clear form basic ideas of modern science. The illustrations include some 
fascinating aids to understanding:- full color transparencies known as Trans-Vision, 
which, for example, reveal the successive layers showing the organs and their functions 
of an amphibian. There are more than 100 illustrations, diagrams, line drawings, 
photographs, fully captioned. (LC: 59-14015) 


PLEASK NOTE THESE CHANGES IN PRICE AND DATE 
Page 


576 Hughes, Emmet John - AMERICA THE VINCIBLE - 11/5 to 11/19 except New York City 
and Washington, D.C. Delete comma in title. (Doubleday) 

673 Boucher, Anthony- fd. - A TREASURY OF GREAT SCIENCE FICTION - 11/5 to 11/19 (Doubleday) 
686 Rouse, A. L. - THE ELIZABETHANS AND AMERICA - postponed to 11/5 (Harper) 

695 Bland, Dr. John H. - ARTHRITIS - from 11/10 to 1/4/60 (Macmillan) 

697 Cousteau & Dugan- fds. - UNDERWATER TREASURY - definite date 11/11 (Harper) 
*697 Barrett & Cahn - THE JAZZ AGE - definite date 11/13 (Putnam) 

712 Barker, S. Omar- fd. - FRONTIERS WEST - from $3.75 to $4.95 (Doubleday ) 

714 Bardolph, R. - THE NEGRO VANGUARD - Price $6.95 (Rinehart) 

719 Bryant, Arthur - TRIUMPH IN THE WEST - from 11/19 to 12/3 (Doubleday) 

722 Franca, I. - MANUAL OF BEL CANTO - from 11/17 to 12/18 (Coward-McCann) 

72, Carrighar, Sally - WILD VOICE OF THE NORTH - from $4.00 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 

724 Guttmacher, A.F., M.D. - BABIES BY CHOICE OR BY CHANCE - from 11/19 to 12/3 (Doubleday ) 
777 Lang, Daniel - FROM HIROSHIMA TO THE MOON - postponed to 11/4 (Simon & Schuster) 

783 Chapman, John - BROADWAY'S BEST 1959 - from 11/19 to 12/17 (Doubleday) ae 
784 Furniss, Fdear S., Jr. - FRANCE, TROUBLED ‘T.LY - from 11/25 to 1/6/60 (Harper) 

797 Kohner, F. - CHER PAPA - 12/28 to 1/4/60 (Putnam) 

798 Hood, M.P. - THE BELL ON LONELY - 12/10 to 12/28 (Coward-MeCann) 

803 Pasternak, B.-THE POETRY OF...to be published outside NYC - 11/16, NYC 10/20 (Putnam) 
809 Ascoli, Max- Ad. - OUR TIMES- from Dec./? to Jan.?/60 (Farrar, Straus) 

*709 Mallet-Joris, F. - CAFE CELESTE - 10/? to 11/30 (Farrar, Straus) 
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Check These For Your Christmas Giving 





Fiction for Many Tastes 


Berry, John- KRISHNA FLUTING (Macmillan=$3.95)- A blend of South Wind and Green Mansions. 
Birmingham, Stephen-BARBARA GREER (Little,Brown-$4.50)-A polished world is not shatterproof. 
Collinge, Patricia- THE SMALL MOSAICS OF MR. & MRS. ENGEL (Doubleday-$3.75) Felicitous. 
Costain, T.B.- THE DARKNESS AND THE DAWN (Doubleday-$3.95)- Historical panoramic novel. 
duMaurier, Daphne- THE BREAKING POINT (Doubleday-$3.95)-A haunting series of stories. 
Duncan, Jane- MY FRIENDS THE MISS BOYDS (St. Martin-~-$3.95)-An engaging tale of Scotland. 
Edelman, Maurice-A CALL ON KUPRIN (Lippincott-$3.95)-Suspense-plus wit and sophistication. 
Enright, Elizabeth- THE RIDDLE OF THE FLY (Harcourt-$3.75)-Warmly human short stories. 
Gallico, Paul- TOO MANY GHOSTS (Doubleday-$3.95)- A spoof on spooks and entertaining. 

Lofts, Norah- THE TOWN HOUSE (Doubleday-$4.50) A rich tapestry of feudal England. ‘ 
Michener, James A.-HAWAII (Random House-$6.95)-The story of Hawaii in terms of its people. 
Myrivilis, Stratis-THE MERMAID MADONNA (Crowell-$5.00)-A sensitive pageant of the Aegean. 
Roth, Arthur- WHAT IS THE STARS? (Farrar, Straus-$3.95)-Classic Irish humor and pathos.» 
Sharp, Margery- THE RESCUERS (Little ,Brown-$3.00)-A beguiling fairy tale for grown-ups. 
Shaw, Howard-THE CRIME OF GIOVANNI VENTURI (Holt-$3.95 )~Humor ,poignancy-an ingenious tale. 
Warren, Robert Penn-THE CAVE (Random House-$4.95)- Mass hysteria in the Kentucky hills. 
Wellman, Paul I.-THE FIERY FLOWER(Doubleday-$3.95)-An imaginative tale,a touch of. mysticism. 


(For the obvious Best Sellers- look elsewhere ) 


Personalities~ Plus 


Bowen, Catherine Drinker-ADVENTURES OF A BIOGRAPHER( Little ,Brown-AMP-$4.00) Personal history. 
Brinnin, J.M.- THE THIRD ROSE (Little, Brown-AMP-$6.00) Gertrude Stein and her world. 

Brooks, Van Wyck- HOWELLS: His Life and World. (Dutton-$5.00)- A key to the literary world. 
Chute, Marchette- TWO GENTLE MEN (Dutton-$5.00)-The lives of George Herbert & Robert Herrick: 
Cooper, Diana- THE LIGHT OF COMMON DAY (Houghton, Mifflin-$5.00)- A gifted memorist. 

Davis, Kenneth- THE HERO (Doubleday- $4.95)- Charles Lindbergh and the American Dream. 
Dunham, Katherine- A TOUCH OF INNOCENCE (Harcourt, Brace~$4.95)- Childhood of a dancer. 
Ellmann, Richard- JAMES JOYCE (Oxford-$12.50)- A definitive portrait of the writer. é 
Golden, Harry- FOR 2¢ PLAIN (World-$4.00)- He is still fresh and vital and fearless. 

Hart, Moss- ACT ONE (Random House-$5.00)- The story of his early ears leading to Broadway. 
John, Duke of Bedford- A SILVER PLATED SPOON (Doubleday-$4.50)- Portrait of a family. 
Morison, Samuel Eliot- JOHN PAUL JONES (Little Brown-AMP-$6.50)- A sailor's biography. 
Mydans, Carl- MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE (Harper-$4.00)- The world of a photo journalist. 
Paloczi-Horvath ,George-THE UNDEFEATED (Little Brown-AMP~$4.50)~ A Hungarian writer's story. 
Sackville-West, V.- DAUGHTER OF FRANCE (Doubleday-$4.95 )- Brilliant biography-17th century. 
Sykes, Christopher-ORDE WINGATE (World-$6.00)- Portrait of a military genius. 

Tharp, Louise Hall- ADVENTUROUS ALLIANCE (Little,Brown-$5.00)- The Agassiz family in Boston. 
Thurber, James-THE YEARS WITH ROSS (Little, Brown-AMP-$5.00 )- Ross and The New Yorker. 

Weeks, Edward- IN FRIENDLY CANDOR (Little, Brown-AMP-$4.00)~ The making of an editor. 


History, Time and Place 


Davidson, Basil- THE LOST CITIES OF AFRICA (Little, Brown-AMP~$6. 50 )- Fascinating and new. 
Dos Passos, John-PROSPECTS OF A GOLDEN AGE (Prentice-Hall-$7.50)- Founders of our nation. : 
Fleming, Peter-THE SIEGE OF PEKING (Harper-$4.00)- Deft handling of 19th century blundering. 
Huxley, Elspeth- THE FLAME TREES OF THIKA (Morrow-$4.00)- Kenya as seen by a child of six. 
Leech, Margaret- IN THE DAYS OF MCKINLEY (Harper-$7.50)- A social portrait of an era. 
Kieran, John- A NATURAL HISTORY OF NEW YORK CITY (Houghton, Mifflin-$5.75)- Unique. 
Mattingly, Garrett- THE ARMADA (Houghton, Mifflin-$6.00)- A recreation of the times. 

Nevins, Allan- THE WAR FOR THE UNION (Scfibner-$7.50)- The improvised war-1861-62. 

Roscoe, Theodore- ONLY IN NEW ENGLAND (Scribner-$3.95)- Local color for a true crime. 

Ryan, Cornelius- THE LONGEST DAY (Simon & Schuster-$4.95)- June 6, 1944 brought to life. 
Stewart, George R.- PICKETT'S CHARGE (Houghton,Mifflin-$5.00)- A must for Civil War buffs. 
Szulc, Tad- TWILIGHT OF THE TYRANTS (Holt-$4.50)- Five Latin-American dictatorships. 

Tinkle & Maxwell- THE COWBOY READER (Longmans, Green-$6.50)- An excellent anthology. 
Tourtellot, A.B.- WILLIAM DIAMOND'S DRUM (Doubleday-$6.00)- The day the Revolution began. 





With a Touch of Humor 


Cole, William-fd.- THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF HUMOROUS POETRY (Simon & Schuster )-$6.50) 
Jacobsen, Benjamin- OH SIR, YOU'VE SHOT HER! (Putnam-$3.50)-Life with an uncommon father. 
McGinley, Phyllis-THE PROVINCE OF THE HEART (Viking-$3.00)-To the ladies,whom she blesses:: 
Skinner, Cornelia Otis-THE APE IN ME (Houghton, Mifflin-$3. 00)- Humorous reminiscences. 
Taylor, Peter-HAPPY FAMILIES ARE ALL ALIKE (McDowell, Obolensky-$3.95)- Or aren't they? 


And the usual array of cartoon books- gadget books- et al. 
The Christmas Spirit - Gift Books of the Year 


Bazin, Germain-A HISTORY OF ART (Houghton,Mifflin-$9.00)- Man's artistic development. 
Bloch, Raymond-ETRUSCAN ART (New York Graphic Soc.-$25.00)-Vigorous aesthetic appreciation. 
Christensen, Lillian Langseth-GOURMET'S OLD VIENNA COOKBOOK-$12.50- A superb achievement. 
Cole, Ann Kilborn-THE BEGINNING ANTIQUE COLLECTOR'S HANDBOOK (McKay-$3.95)- Sound advice. 
Engel, David H.- JAPANESE GARDENS FOR TODAY (Tuttle-$15.00)- Within reach of Americans. 

THE GREAT AMERICAN ARTISTS SERIES (6 volumes-Braziller-Cloth $3.95 ea.Paper-$1.50 ea.) 
Krutch, Joseph Wood-fd.— THE GARDENER'S WORLD (Putnam-$7.95)- For all dedicated gardeners. 
McCarthy, Mary- THE STONES OF FLORENCE (Harcourt ,Brace-$15.00)- An exceptional achievement. 
Michener, James- JAPANESE PRINTS (Tuttle-$15.00)- From the early masters to the modern. 
Read, Herbert- A CONCISE HISTORY OF MODERN PAINTING (Praeger-$7.50)- With 485 fine plates. 
Waugh, Alec- IN PRAISE OF WINE (Morrow-Sloane-$6.00)- A social history of wine & spirits. 
Wright, Frank Lloyd- DRAWINGS FOR A LIVING ARCHITECTURE (Horizon-$35.00)- A revelation. 


Books of Inspiration 


Cole, Dr. Wm. G.-SEX AND LOVE IN THE BIBLE (Association-$6.50)-An examination of sources. 
Dell' Isola, Frank-fd.-THE GOD-MAN JESUS (Bruce-$3.75)- Events and: sayings as a continuity. 
Goudge, Elizabeth- MY GOD AND MY ALL (Coward-McCann-$4.95)- Life of St. Francis 

Guitton, Jean- ABBE POUGET (Helicon-$4.00)- A: biography of a blind Vincentian priest. 
Hagmaier & Gleason- COUNSELLING THE CATHOLIC (Sheed & Ward-$4.50)- Mental counselling. “ 
Krutch, J.W.-HUMAN NATURE AND THE HUMAN CONDITION (Random House-$3.95 )-The humanist view. -: 
Lin Yutang- FROM PAGAN TO CHRISTIAN (World-$3.50)- A philosopher's passage. 

MASTERPIECE BIBLES- THE REMBRANDT BIBLES (Abrams-ea. $50.00)- Superb Family Bibles. 
Maritain, Jacques- THE DEGREES OF KNOWLEDGE (Scribner-$7.50)- Synthesis of knowledge: 
Poling, Daniel A.- MINE EYES HAVE SEEN (McGraw-Hill-$4.50)- His life story. 

Raynolds, Robert- THE CHOICE TO LOVE (Harper )- This bears witness to life's meaning. 

Wouk, Herman- THIS IS MY GOD (Doubleday-$3.95)- The history, the inspiration of Judaism. 


For the Younger Generation 


Bemelmans, Ludwig-MADELINE AND THE GYPSIES (Viking-$3.50)- Whimsical verse; acinarent color. 
Brown, Myra B.- COMPANY FOR DINNER (Watts-$2.50)- An evocative recapturing of festivities. 
de Regniers, B.S.- THE SNOW PARTY (Pantheon-$2.75)- A Dakota blizzard provides guests. 
Dines, Glen- PITIDOE, THE COLOR MAKER (Macmillan-$2.50)- Daring, color and invention. 
duBois, Wm. Pene- OTTO IN TEXAS (Viking-$2.50)- An antidote to the comics. 

Kessler, E. & L.- THE DAY DADDY STAYED HOME (Doubleday-$2.00)- A snow storm is adventure. 
Krasilovsky, Phyllis- SCAREDY CAT (Macmillan-$2.00)- Story of a curious kitten. 

Nash, Ogden- CUSTARD THE DRAGON (Little, Brown-$2.50)- How Custard became bold. 

Wright, Dare- THE LITTLE ONE (Doubleday-$2.50)- A discarded doll finds teddy bear friends. 


Now We Can Read 


Cameron, Eleanor-THE TERRIBLE CHURNADRYNE (Little ,Brown-AMP-$3.00)- An imaginative tale. 
Carlson, Natalie- A BROTHER FOR THE ORPHELINES (Harper-$2.95)- Delightful sequel. : 
Elting, Mary- THE ANSWER BOOK (Grosset & Dunlap-$3.95)- Shortcuts to a miscellany of topics. 
Fentons, The- PREHISTORIC ZOO (Doubleday-$2.50)- Animals ancient and modern. | Saat 
Pearce, Philippa- TOM'S MIDNIGHT GARDEN (Lippincott-$3.50)- Lyrical, poignant fantasy. 
Mars, Witoid - THE BABY DRAGON (Houghton, Mifflin-$2.75)- A Christmas story. 

Minarik, Else- FATHER BEAR COMES HOME (Harper-$1.95)- A favorite hero in new adventures. 
Sechrist & Woolsey- IT'S TIME FOR CHRISTMAS (Macrae-Smith-$3.75)- An anthology. 
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